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OTHER OPINION

Set A Date To End Occupation Ot Iraq

T U0 28, avwer in frag was offi-
clally handed over by (he [1.5.
civilian autharity ta the Iracis,

setmore wan 138 00 Acmerizan (roops
ramain there, Although the svmbolic
transfer of power has comea and gone, we
s face great chiallenaes,

JOHN B, LARION

To meet these challengss, Congress
and the Bush administration must set &
time certain o end our ecoopation ang
lewel with the American people and our
service members abour the cost of the
war and the lengthof troap deploymiants

With the pending election of a na-
tional assembly and the adaption of a
constitution in Irag, the United States
must end its military deployment begin-
ning in March 2005, with an end o oocu-
pation by December of that year.

March 2005 will mark twa years since
the United States began military opera-
tions there. December coincides with
the timeline contained in UK. resolu-
tions and is also the date when a new
Iragi governmment will tzke power. This
is a reasonahle time frame to provide in-
tense training of Iraqi security forces
and rotate our troops out, allowing 4 cog-
lition of Internaticnal troops to take

Ve,

Ar policy-makers, ws owe
ol roaps and citizens & hard
Inok in ke mirror. Amsricens
want towing it's nard to admet
mistakes, let alone failures.
Ther rreguest fadlure, however,
watld be the denial of resality
and unwiliinzress 10 face the
irih, When If comes to lrag,
the hard trath is we fought o
war of choice, the unintended
conscguences of which leave
no casy alternatives and make
Il QoclpElion @D exasperat-
ing reality. )

The haunting image this na-
tion nesd not repest in lrag is
that ofthe crowded helicopters
leaving the rooftop of our em-
bassy in Saigon in 1975, Plan-
ning a zef {ime for our depar-
e 15 neither a signal of
retreal nor & matter of cutting
and running, but of facing the
reality of our situstion and
planning strategicslly.

In Iraq, we are immersed in
a nation full of its own cultural
and fribal hatreds, national-
istic political factions and religious zeal-
otry more than 2,000 years in the mak-
ing.



STEVE AMSUL

Iragis should want to form a Demo-
ErAtc Eoverninent as much as we want it
far them. Democracy cannot be achieved

SommEAEL st the point of & bayonet, and

Tz the Trani goverionent and -

5 plemust want vs to be thore as
much #% we want to ba there
for them,

It Became clear in the after-
tnzth of the invasion af Irag
that the administration lacked
a comprehensive strategy to
seoure the pesce. This was
comnpourided by a strategy that
was prodicated an overly apti-
iistic assumptions, misinfor-
mation, poor intellipence and
outright lies from Iragi exile
leader Ahmad Chalahi,

Tts time for us to exhibit
soine tovugh love to our allies —
those who know they mst
step up as we step back for
their sake as well as ocurs. At
the same time, there needs w
be & renewed effort to focus on
(zama bin Laden and al Qaids
— the terrorists responsible
for the sttacks of Sept. 11, 2001,

The war on terror is fought
on many fronts — not only
with weapons and froops, but
with diplomacey and human-
itarian sid.

Congress nesds o ensure that U5
palicy is directad at the oot causes of

terrorism: the hunger. povorty, despera.
tion and chaos that lead to fanatciso

This is why 1 am encouraging Gon.
gress [o propose 2 st of world rali
gious leaders, alomg with the leaders of
the United Mations, the ArabLeague and
academics, for a forthright discussinn
on the pervasive nature of hate and rer-
rorisin. The world needs to reach heyond
its palitical institutions and forn o i
greatrefigious teachings, the ride of law
and acadernic leaders ta seek their col-
lective wisdom in an effort to end the
plague of terrorisin.

Finally, schieving these poals will e
near impossible without first gaining
our energy independence. This means
investment in energy infrastructure znd
the research and development of hydro-
gen and other alternative fuels,

In the wake of the hand-over, the ad-
ministration and Congress must lovel
with our troops and the American peg-
ple about this path forward from Irag -
a path that must restore a measure of re.
spect for America and its credibility at
home and abroad.
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